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R Austrian Forelgn Office displayed conslderable concern and

ICA reluctance re proposed Kilrsten refugee hearings (DEPTEL 3400),

OLI fearing, as Department antlcipated, repercussilons vis-a-vis
Soviets., Minlster 3choener, after dilscussion wilth Flgl,

CTA recognized that Austrian Government not 1n position to protest

project 1n view US occupation status, but provided Embassy
advance notlce of its intention to malntaln complete dlsassocla-
tion. Also added that Austrlan Government would not permlt
Austrilan nationals to participate and would inslst that all
activities be carried out in US occupled premises. Schoener
sald that Kirsten as wmember of Congress would be welcowme, but
hoped that site of 1ntervlews could be changed to Munich or

some other locatlon outside Austria. Forelgn Offlce fears that,
despite closed nature of hearings, leaks would occur wilth con-
sequent embarrassment for Austrian Government.

We share concern of Forelgn 0ffice but belleve that, 1f com-
mittee adheres strilctly in Austria to condltlons outllned

reference telegram, hearings could be conducted without undue
repercussions,
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